
Biography: Paul Sharpe
Paul Sharpe has been the Chairman of the Institute of Professional Willwriters (IPW) and the Institute 
of Scottish Professional Willwriters (ISPW) since 2000, and a member of the IPW since 1993. 

Paul first entered the Willwriting profession in 1990, shortly before the IPW was founded, in 1991. 
The Institute was established to set its members apart from the disreputable operators in the sector, 
following the failure of a so-called expert Willwriting company - the Quill Willwriting franchise.  

The aim of the Birmingham-based IPW has always been to protect the rights of the consumer by 
campaigning for regulation in the sector and by operating a membership based organisation run 
on the lines of tight self-regulation, in the absence of any compulsory regulation being imposed by 
Government. 

Paul Sharpe has spearheaded this campaign since becoming the Chairman of the IPW and is heavily 
involved in government research on the regulation of unqualified Willwriters.

Paul has continuously lobbied for regulation, as the head of the only Willwriting organisation to 
insist on qualifications for all of its members. Membership of the IPW requires the passing of a tough 
entrance examination, or an equivalent qualification, and on-going professional development.  It 
runs checks into the background of individuals wishing to become members and insists that every 
member has at least £2 million of professional indemnity insurance in place.

Paul Sharpe’s views on why regulation is of fundamental importance within Willwriting are already 
sought by many journalists and he is well prepared to discuss such issues with the media.

His expertise lies in writing Wills and creating lasting powers of attorney and advance decisions, 
inheritance tax Trusts and means to mitigate care home fees.  He is well versed in issues affecting the 
elderly and has a knowledge of his sector second to none.

Paul Sharpe has also placed the Institute heavily on the consumer’s side, by becoming involved in the 
delivery of a Code of Practice for Willwriters, which has been approved by the Office of Fair Trading.  
The Code of Practice guarantees a fair deal for consumers from any member of the Institute.

The Institute has members nation-wide and is growing month on month, as Willwriters recognise the 
status that the IPW holds within the profession and why professional qualifications matter.  Joining 
the Institute is a means of distancing oneself from every other organisation within the Willwriting 
sector and sending a signal that the Willwriter is an ethical, trained and honest business person.


